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first," There was disagreement on, various points, and seven
states voted against the motion*
Leaving the problem of the second branch Cor future con-
sideration., the committee took rip the detailed clauses in the
sixth Virginia resolution and unanimously agreed "that each
branch ought to possess the right of originating ads/' and "that
the national legislature ought to be empowered to enjoy the
legislative rights vested in Congress by the confederation.*' Con-
necticut was divided on the vague clause providing that the
national legislature should be empowered ato legislate in all
eases, to which the separate States arc incompetent, or in which
the harmony of the united States may be interrupted by the
exercise of individual legislation/" but nine states approved it.
Them came the extraordinary clause giving the proposed new
Congress the power "to negative all laws, passed by the several
States, contravening, in the opinion of the national legislature,
the articles of union," Franklin moved that the clause be further
strengthened by the added words at the end; "or any Treaties
subsisting under the authority of the union.** The delegates were
just now in such harmonious, not to say enthusiastic, agreement
ob their plans for a national legislature that they accepted the
amended clause without debate.
Nothing they had so far done more clearly revealed their gen-
eral attitude toward the defects of the Articles of Confederation.
All the delegates were aware that the history of the Confedera-
tion had been full of encroachments by individual states upon
the central government. Even Virginia had insisted on separately
ratifying the treaty of peace with Great Britain, as if the ratifica-
tion by Congress were not enough,, and had refused to carry out
the treaty's stipulations in regard to the treatment of loyalists
and the debts owed by Virginians to their British creditors.
Several states had borrowed, or tried to borrow, money abroad
as if they were sovereign republics. Nine of the states, from
Massachusetts to South Carolina, had organized navies of their
own, and all of them regarded their militia, forces as state armies.
Congress, though it was supposed to have the sole right to
regulate coinage, had done nothing. There were no American
coins of any kind. Where hard money was used» it had to be a
confusion of English sovereigns, French louis d'or, Spanish
pistoles or dollars, Portuguese moidores or Johanneses, ducats or

